
Institute for Strategic Dialogue 
 

Who are they?  
 
The Institute for Strategic Dialogue (ISD) is a London-based think tank concerned with extremism. 
Its founding CEO is Sasha Havlicek.  

 
Havlicek is a member of the Council On Foreign Relations (CFR). The CFR is an independent, 
nonpartisan member organization, think tank and publisher who work closely with the World 
Economic Forum and United Nations 
 
https://www.isdglobal.org/isd_team/sasha-havlicek/ 
 

ISD are frequently given a platform by The Irish Times. Since Covid started their name first 
appeared in September 2020 with an article entitled “The Far Right Rises”. 
 
However, since April this year they have been mentioned 14 times with articles such as  
 
“How to deal with a Covid-19 conspiracy theorist”,  
 
“Conspiracy theories, why it’s pointless to argue”,  
 
“I have my opinion on the whole thing. I research it”  
 
and  
 
“Anti-lockdown rhetoric turns nasty as businesses fall victim to backlash” to name but a few. 
 
Aoife Gallagher is the name that most frequently appears. Her area of speciality is far-right 
extremism and says that conspiracy theories are the far right’s greatest weapon. 
 
https://www.isdglobal.org/isd_team/aoife-gallagher/ 
 
She has written articles for Thejournal.ie also on the far-right. 
 
https://www.thejournal.ie/eyes-right-pt4-5381554-Mar2021/ 
 
She has also appeared on RTE podcast: The Truth Matters: A Guide To Misinformation. She 
previously worked for Storyful as did other guests on the podcast.  
 
Storyful was set up by Mark Little who went on to found Kinzen. Kinzen has been in the press a lot 
recently due to spying on social media posts by the general public at the behest of Stephen 
Donnelly, Minister of Health. 
 
https://gript.ie/revealed-5-months-of-kinzens-disinformation-digests/ 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Think_tank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extremism
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sasha_Havlicek&action=edit&redlink=1
https://gript.ie/revealed-5-months-of-kinzens-disinformation-digests/


But who are funding ISD. Their partnerships and funders page explains a lot. They are funded by 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF), Omidyar group and Open Society 
foundations (George  Soros). 

 
 
BMGF has funded ISD $199,704. The purpose of the money was “To research public 
discourse on vaccines in Germany and address possible implications for the global 
Covid-19 response.” 
 

 
 



 
The Omidyar group through their funding company Luminate donated $185,000 
 

 
 
https://luminategroup.com/investee/isd 
 
The exact amount Soros donated was difficult to pinpoint. 
 
What is interesting however is that BMGF, Omidyar and Open Society are all 
members of the World Economic Forum 



 
 

 

 
 

But that isn’t all. They also work with the private sector in the shape of multiple IT 
companies such as Facebook (now known as META), Google and Microsoft who are 
also members of the WEF. 



 

 
In 2017 Google.org and ISD partnered to deliver a £1m innovation fund to counter 
hate and extremism in the UK. 
 
https://www.isdglobal.org/innovation-fund/   
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So they are funded by Gates, Omidyar & Soros whilst their IT partners are Meta, 
Google and Microsoft. 
 
However, they are also funded by multiple government organisations as well as the 
European Commission, Council Of Europe and United Nations. Just some of the govt 
organisations are US, UK, Germany, Australia, Canada etc.  
 

 



You can see a full list at 
 
https://www.isdglobal.org/partnerships-and-funders/ 
 
Finally, following from the ISD 2019 annual report which I had a look at. Just 
before Covid kicked off: 

 

 
 
 
ISD have a lot of balls to juggle at any one time with all their funders and partners. 

 

https://www.isdglobal.org/partnerships-and-funders/

